
Living the 
Word 

Connecting with the 
Sunday Readings 

Adult 

Third Sunday of Easter Gospel Word 
John 21:1–19 

On this third Sunday of Easter, we read about the third appearance of 
the Risen Christ. We return to the Sea of Tiberius where Jesus had fed 
the five thousand. In this passage the Risen Christ feeds the expert 
fishermen whom he had called away from their nets. What’s also 
worth noting is how human and ordinary this story is. Fishermen are 
returning from a bad night of fishing. Their nets are empty. Then 
someone (it appears that they don’t recognize Jesus) advises them to 
drop their nets on the other side. If you consider this, that suggestion 
would probably not be accepted with confidence by the fishermen. 
Who does this person think he is? They are former fishermen. They 
know these waters.  
 
This time it is Peter who recognizes the Risen Christ, who had denied 
any relationship with Jesus just a few days before. Recall that those 
denials were made near a charcoal fire in Jerusalem. In this passage, 
the Lord creates a new charcoal fire. Peter will be given a second 
chance. Is this Gospel about fishing, or something else? If you 
answered “something else,” you are right. In this appearance, the 
Risen Lord “anoints” Peter for leadership of the early community. Peter 
had three times denied Jesus on the night of his trial, but is now 
asked to declare his loyalty three times. Three times he responds 
positively and publicly. It is an important moment of reconciliation for 
him.  
 

The Resurrection and Ascension of 
Jesus were not about Jesus departing 
from us. These events are about 
leaving us with a mission. Note that 
Peter boasts that he and he alone is 
going fishing. There is something 
about Peter in the Gospels that is also 
a universal characteristic of all of us. 
We like to imagine that we can 
accomplish things “all by ourselves.” 
Isn’t this what we all said at about 
two years of age? “Look Mommy, I 
can do it all by myself!” And our 
whole culture applauds. Good for 
you!  
 
But that’s not how it goes, especially 
in God’s Kingdom. All effective 
activity is in community. First, 
without God’s grace and help, we can 
do nothing. Second, we believe and 
do mission with others. That is what 
Church is. Being interdependent on 
others is not a sign of weakness. It’s 
an affirmation of how God has 
created the universe and formed the 
life of the Church. We are a commu-
nity. We are one Body. Each part is 
connected with all the others. This 
reminds us of how God wants us to 
live. We are to live and act with each 
other. Christianity is not a “me and 
Jesus” endeavor. Nor is it an exclu-
sive community. If we follow the 
model of Jesus, it is a belief that is 
sustained by other believers and it 
reaches outside itself to include and 
serve others.  

           One-line Prayer 
 

God the Father, help us to nurture 
others as you nurture us. Amen.  
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Connecting With the Sunday Readings
Third Sunday of Easter 

On this third Sunday of Easter, we read about the third appearance of the Risen Christ. We return 
to the Sea of Tiberius where Jesus had fed the five thousand. In this passage, the Risen Christ 
feeds the expert fishermen whom he had called away from their nets. They are back fishing 
unsuccessfully. And again the Risen Christ provides them with a catch of fish. This time it is Peter 
who recognizes the Risen Christ, Peter who had denied any relationship with Jesus just a few days 
before. Recall that those denials were made near a charcoal fire in Jerusalem. In this passage the 
Lord creates a new charcoal fire. Peter will be given a second chance. The Risen Lord reminds his 
disciples of their first call to join him in his mission to “catch fish.” 

The narration we hear today is one of the most human in all the Gospels. The Risen Christ cooks 
breakfast for his friends who have been out fishing all night. 

A Gospel Word for the Home
John 21:1–19

What’s also worth noting is how ordinary this story is. Fishermen are returning from a bad night 
of fishing. Their nets are empty. Then someone (it appears that they don’t recognize at first that 
it’s Jesus) advises them to drop their nets on the other side. If you consider this, that suggestion 
would probably not be accepted with confidence by the fishermen. Who does this person think 
he is? They are former fishermen. They know these waters. So, that’s the first thing to wonder 
about. Is this Gospel about fishing, or something else? If you answered “something else,” you are 
right. In this appearance, the Risen Lord “anoints” Peter for leadership of the early community. 
Peter, who had three times denied Jesus on the night of his trial, is now asked to declare his 
loyalty three times, and three times he responds positively and publicly. It is an important 
moment of reconciliation for him. 

©Our Sunday Visitor Curriculum Division                                                                           Nihil Obstat: Rev. Dr. S. R. Olds, S.T.D., Census Librorum; Imprimatur: Most Rev. Thomas Wenski, Bishop of Orlando, December 8, 2009



Car or Meal TalkParent Survival

One-Line Prayer

Parents often find themselves in a role 
similar to that of Jesus. We provide food 
for our family. To put it in a telling way: 
our love for our family, especially for our 
children, is in the food that we prepare 
and serve. The primary nutrient in the 
food we offer is the love that moves us to 
do it. We are hearing more and more 
these days about the importance of 
family meals. Kids do better in school, and 
more easily stay out of trouble and are 
healthier when they regularly enjoy meals 
with their families. While one can’t make a 
simple cause and effect argument from 
these conclusions, no one would argue 
the opposite. 

What’s worth noting is that Jesus himself 
taught the importance of eating together, 
especially through example. Luke’s Gospel 
is built around ten meals that Jesus 
participated in. The Last Supper is a 
culminating moment in his life. Today, we 
hear of another meal, this time a breakfast 
that Jesus prepared and shared with his 
closest friends. All this is important for us 
to note. Parents know this sort of thing, 
but also confront the difficulties of 
achieving it, given the pace and sched-
ules inherent in contemporary life. Still, 
we do well to return to this ideal because 
it can give us the motivation and the 
stamina to go against prevailing customs. 

Talk about a memory of a good family 
meal. What do you recall? What was 
served? Why was it special?

Creator God, help us to see your love and 
your care in the food that we are given. 
Amen.
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