Adult

Connecting with the
Sunday Readings
Fourth Sunday of Easter Gospel Word
John 10:27–30

Jesus used images and examples in his addresses that the people of
his time were familiar with. While he himself was not a shepherd by
trade, everyone knew about shepherding. Many open fields in Israel
would have small herds of grazing sheep, which could be a dangerous situation. Since the sheep were always prey to wild animals,
especially wolves, there were no fences for protection. It was up to
vigilant shepherds to keep their sheep alive and safe.
In referring to his followers as sheep, Jesus communicated an important aspect of God’s relationship to them. He was the protector, the
one who would be with them day and night to protect them from
whatever was dangerous. They could be at peace in the knowledge of
his abiding presence. We can have ideas about God that are false. We
can think of God as distant and indifferent. We can think of God as
harsh and judgmental. Or we can believe and hold fast to Jesus’
image of a God who is caring and concerned.

Living the
Word
One of the greatest fears most
humans have is being left alone, and
one of our greatest needs is to belong.
Jesus addresses these concerns with
his followers in today’s Gospel
reading. Remembering these words
would be a comfort for his followers
after his death. The Resurrection
appearances affirm Jesus’ promise to
remain with them and us always. Not
even death can separate us. Not then
and not now.
In today’s Gospel we hear the words
of Jesus, “The Father and I are one.”
There are two important ideas here.
First, we are reminded that all the
actions of Jesus, all his words, are
words and actions of God. Jesus is
the bridge, the mediator, the point of
contact between God and us.
Although we cannot see God, if we
want to know the “personality” of
God, all we have to do is to reflect on
Jesus’ words and actions. God
shepherds us, risks his life for us, and
goes after us when we are lost. We
know that Jesus loved everyone he
met, especially those who were
strangers and outcasts. We know that
he cared about the marginal, those
with special needs who often lived on
the edge of society, and the ones
many people overlooked. That is
what God is like. As we continue to
live in the shadow of Easter, we are
given another opportunity to reflect
on our own relationship with the
Risen Christ. Today we are reminded
that we are his and he is ours. It is the
relationship that forms the core of
our identity, our very being. It is the
foundation for our own call to
mission. This is truly a Gospel of
hope.

One-line Prayer
Christ, shepherd me through life that
I may be of service to you. Amen.
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Connecting With the Sunday Readings
Fourth Sunday of Easter

As we continue to live in the light of Easter, we are given another opportunity to connect with
Jesus in the now. The Christian message and story of Jesus is always old and always new. Today we
are reminded that we are his and he is ours. Our lives are deeply connected. Being connected with
Jesus means that we are also joined to God the Father and God the Holy Spirit through him. We
are adopted into God’s family. It is the core of our identity, our very being.
It is said that one of the greatest fears of humans is that of being left alone, and one of the greatest needs is to belong. Jesus addresses these concerns with his followers in today’s Gospel reading. Remembering these words would be a comfort for his followers after Jesus’ death. His postResurrection appearances affirm his promise to remain with them always. Not even death can
separate him from us. Not then and not now. This is truly a Gospel of hope.

A Gospel Word for the Home
John 10:27–30
In today’s Gospel we hear the words of Jesus, “The Father and I are one.” There are two important
ideas here. First, we are reminded that all the actions of Jesus, all his words are words and actions
of God. Jesus is the bridge, the mediator, the point of contact between God and us. In another
part of the Bible it says that no one can see God. That’s true. But people saw Jesus and they told
others (like us) what Jesus was like. So if we want to know the “personality” of God, all we have to
do is to think about Jesus. We know that he loved everyone he met, especially those who were
strangers and outcasts. We know that he cared about the marginal, those with special needs who
often lived on the edge of society, the ones many people overlooked. That is what God is like.
The other idea is the word that Jesus uses for God. We’ve heard it countless times, but it’s good to
think about it more. It’s the word Abba or Father, a word that was not used at all in the Old Testament for God. It’s a name introduced by Jesus and it is more like our word dad, daddy or papa—a
word brimming with familiarity and closeness. By the way, Scripture scholars say that it’s not a
word emphasizing the masculinity of God, but simply God’s nearness and dearness—a parental
word, but without any sense of hardness or distance.
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Parent Survival

Car or Meal Talk

Just as Jesus embodied the reality of God,
so do parents in some ways. This appears
true especially for younger children. Their
idea of God is closely connected with
their experience of their own parents. We
would hope that this is especially true for
those children who have been graced
with loving parents. So parenting involves
more than caring for children. It’s also a
religious act. The parent symbolizes for
children the presence of God’s love in
their lives.

Talk about situations when you have or
might have experienced the loving
presence of God.

One-Line Prayer
God the Father, help us to see you beyond
all the confusion in our lives, especially at
home. Amen.

This may sound quite daunting to
parents, and it should. We hear from our
church that they are the primary educators of their children in matters of faith.
That’s not only said to awaken parents to
their responsibility in religious matters,
but it also states a fact. Parents educate
whether they are conscious of doing so or
not. So parents, be reminded of your
special role in God’s design for human life.
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