Adult

Connecting with the
Sunday Readings
Feast of Pentecost
Sunday

Gospel Word
John 14:14-16,
23b-26

The Holy Spirit is God’s presence in us, actively involved in our everyday
lives. But how easily we forget this. Ask most people how often they attend
to the presence of God’s Spirit. Many will respond, but not very often. In
Catholicism, we often emphasize the Father and Son, but the Holy Spirit is
sometimes given less attention. Yet, at Pentecost, often referred to as the
birthday of the Church, the life of the Church really took off when God’s
Spirit appeared on the scene. That’s when those close to Jesus opened the
door and went out into the world to continue building with the Lord God’s
Kingdom. And this process has been ongoing ever since.
Today’s Gospel reading is drawn from the closing words of Christ at the Last
Supper. Jesus knew that once he died and rose from the dead, his disciples
would feel more alone and vulnerable to the dangers they would face as his
followers. They would most likely be afraid. And they were. But, as he said,
they would not be left alone like orphans, but God would remain with them
through the presence of God’s Spirit. And it was very important that they
know this.
As Saint Paul would eventually write, Christians would themselves become
temples of the Holy Spirit. God moved out of one place into many places,
into the whole world with us. Wherever we would go, God would be there
as well. This is an amazing reality. But it will be meaningful to us only to the
degree that we turn our attention to that abiding presence of God. Saint
Augustine would say later that God is closer to us than we are to ourselves.
God lives with us at home and when we travel from home to work, to
school, to shop, or to recreate, God is always with us. But, not just as a quiet
companion. God is there as a fiery Spirit, as a powerful personal energy
empowering us to do good and love deeply. The Holy Spirit is God calling us
to transform the world into a place of justice and peace. Just as at the first
Pentecost, God is there to light a fire under us to get us going!

Living the
Word
If we fail to attend to God’s
presence in us, it will feel as if
God is absent. God is not going to
hit us over the head to remind us.
That’s why we need to stop from
time to time and simply “put
ourselves in the presence of God”
who is already there! The great
Jesuit poet, Gerard Manley Hopkins, writes that God is present
“but for the beholder wanting.”
We become the beholder only
when we consciously make an
effort to behold! No beholding, no
sense of God.
God has gifted each of us with the
Holy Spirit, with God’s own self.
Jesus also said that where the
Spirit abides, so too with the
Father and the Son. The great
Mystery of the Trinity invites us
to affirm two realities at the same
time. God is one and God is
communal. We are drawn into the
life of God through our Baptism
and our discipleship of Christ.
These are powerful and lifealtering beliefs. But they won’t
have life and power within us
unless we become conscious of
them. This week try to become
more aware of who lives within
you.

One-line Prayer
Come Holy Spirit, bring me the
gifts of peace and forgiveness.
Amen.
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Connecting With the Sunday Readings
Feast of Pentecost Sunday

The Holy Spirit is God’s presence in us, actively involved in our everyday lives. But how easily we
forget this? Ask most people how often they attend to the presence of God’s Spirit. Many will
respond, but not very often. In Catholicism, we often emphasize the Father and Son, but the Holy
Spirit is given less attention. Yet, at Pentecost, often referred to as the birthday of the Church, the
life of the Church really took off when God’s Spirit appeared on the scene. That’s when those close
to Jesus opened the door and went out into the world to continue building with the Lord God’s
Kingdom. And this process has been ongoing every since.
Today’s Gospel is drawn from the closing words of Christ at the Last Supper. Jesus knew that once
he died and rose from the dead, his disciples would feel more alone and vulnerable to the dangers they would face as his followers. They would most likely be afraid. And they were. But, as he
said, they would not be left alone like orphans, but God would remain with them through the
presence of God’s Spirit. And it was very important that they know this.

A Gospel Word for the Home
John 14:14-16, 23b-26
To give his Apostles a deeper grasp of God’s presence, Jesus used the language of the home and
the family. He said that God, in the Holy Spirit, would make his abode with them. God would
establish his dwelling in them. To Jews who were mostly aware of God’s presence in the Temple,
this was no small “change of residence.” As Saint Paul would eventually write, Christians would
themselves become temples of the Holy Spirit. God moved out of one place into many places,
into the whole world, with us. Wherever we would go, God would be there as well.
This is an amazing reality. But it will be meaningful to us only to the degree that we turn our
attention to that abiding presence of God. Saint Augustine would say later that God is closer to us
than we are to ourselves. God lives with us at home, and when we travel from home to work, to
school, to shop, or to recreate, God is always with us. But not just as a quiet companion. God is
there as a fiery Spirit, as a powerful energy empowering us to do good and love deeply. The Holy
Spirit is God calling us to transform the world into a place of justice and peace. Just as at the first
Pentecost, God is there to light a fire under us to get us going!

©Our Sunday Visitor Curriculum Division

Nihil Obstat: Rev. Dr. S. R. Olds, S.T.D., Census Librorum; Imprimatur: Most Rev. Thomas Wenski, Bishop of Orlando, December 8, 2009

Parent Survival

Car or Meal Talk

In general, the New Testament describes
the presence of God in us in two ways: a
comforting presence and a disturbing
presence. We are comforted by God’s
closeness and love. We can pray to God all
the time. We never have to go far to do
this. But God is also there to get us going,
to see the needs of others, and to respond
to them. Helping us do this is also the
recognition that God is in others, too.

Talk about “Where is God?” using the
event of Pentecost as a starting point.

One-Line Prayer
God within, help us to notice you as we
move from minute to minute, task to task,
all though the day. Amen.

Seeing God in our children is not the
easiest of spiritual tasks. We know them
all too well. We know their shortcomings
because we are reminded of them every
day. (Of course, we can say the same of
ourselves.) So, we need to put on a new
set of eyes to see beyond the surface into
the deeper regions, into the spiritual
center of others. That’s where God is. So,
just as we need to stop and recall God’s
presence in ourselves, we have to do
much the same with others. And tell your
children when you see God in them. That
should catch their attention!
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