Reflection for the Second Sunday of Easter

Ages 5-6

John 20:19-31
Invitation to Prayer
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
Listening

Peace be with you!

Loving
Jesus brought peace to his Apostles.
Draw a picture of one way you bring peace to others.

Closing Prayer
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
Living
• Display your handout where all the family can see it.
• Do the Sign of Peace with your family members every morning and evening this
week.
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Reflection for the Second Sunday of Easter

Ages 7-8

John 20:19-31
Invitation to Prayer
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
Listening

Peace be with you!

Loving
Fill in the blank with the correct letter and find how you can offer peace to others.

P L A __
H E L __
__ H A R E
L U __ C H
S M I __ E

(Y, T)
(L, P)
(S, C)
(T, N)
(T, L)

Closing Prayer
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
Living
• Display your handout where all the family can see it.
• Pray the prayer Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! each day this week to help you remember that the Risen Jesus is with you always.
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Reflection for the Second Sunday of Easter

Ages 9-11

John 20:19-31
Invitation to Prayer

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Listening

When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where the
disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said,
"Peace be with you." After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples
rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, "Peace be with you. As the Father has
sent me, so I send you." When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, "Receive the
Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are
retained."
John 20:19-23

Loving

If you were one of the disciples who had abandoned Jesus during his passion and death:
• How would you feel the first time you saw him?
• What would you expect him to say?
• Would you be surprised he never mentions your leaving him alone?
• How would you feel about his greeting “Peace be with you”?
When have you forgiven one of your friends? Was it easy or difficult?
Closing Prayer
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

Living

• If there is a friend or family member you need to forgive, pray to the Holy Spirit to help you show that
forgiveness during the week.
• Say the prayer, Make me a channel of your peace often this week.
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Reflection for the Second Sunday of Easter

Ages 12-14

John 20:19-31
Invitation to Prayer

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Listening

When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where the
disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said,
"Peace be with you." After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples
rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, "Peace be with you. As the Father has
sent me, so I send you." When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, "Receive the
Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are
retained."
But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. So
the other disciples told him, "We have seen the Lord." But he said to them, "Unless I see the mark of
the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not
believe."
A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors
were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, "Peace be with you." Then he said to
Thomas, "Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not
doubt but believe." Thomas answered him, "My Lord and my God!" Jesus said to him, "Have you
believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to
believe."
Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book.
But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and
that through believing you may have life in his name.

Loving

• If you were one of the disciples who had abandoned Jesus during his passion and death,
How would you feel about his greeting “Peace be with you”?
• What do Jesus' words, "Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven
them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained" mean for your own personal experience of
forgiving or not forgiving?
• Thomas wanted a sign, so he could believe in the Resurrection. Do you ever want signs from God?
• What “sign” in the Gospel according to John helps you believe?
Closing Prayer
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

Living

• Be an instrument of forgiveness this week. Make an effort to quickly forgive people who hurt you.
• Say the prayer, Make me a channel of your peace, often during the week.
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