Reflection for the Third Sunday of Easter

Ages 5-6

John 21:1-14
Invitation to Prayer
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
Listening

Come and Eat.

Loving
Draw a picture of Jesus eating with the disciples.

Closing Prayer
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
Living
• Display your handout where all the family can see it.
• Say this prayer with your family at mealtime. Jesus you are with us. Thank you for
our food. Amen.
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Reflection for the Third Sunday of Easter

Ages 7-8

John 21:1-14
Invitation to Prayer
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
Listening

It is the Lord!

Loving
• What did Jesus do to help the disciples know him?
• How do you think they felt when they knew he was the Risen Jesus?
• What are some signs that help you know Jesus today?
Closing Prayer
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
Living
• At the beginning of one meal this week have the oldest member of the family bless a
whole loaf of bread and pass it around the table so everyone can share a piece.
• With your family members, list all the actions you do as a family that are signs that
you are Jesus’ disciples.
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Reflection for the Third Sunday of Easter

Ages 9-11

John 21:1-14
Invitation to Prayer

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Listening

After these things Jesus showed himself again to the disciples by the Sea of Tiberias; and he showed
himself in this way. Gathered there together were Simon Peter, Thomas called the Twin,Nathanael of
Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two others of his disciples. Simon Peter said to them, "I
am going fishing." They said to him, "We will go with you." They went out and got into the boat, but
that night they caught nothing.
Just after daybreak, Jesus stood on the beach; but the disciples did not know that it was Jesus. Jesus
said to them, "Children, you have no fish, have you?" They answered him, "No." He said to them,
"Cast the net to the right side of the boat, and you will find some." So they cast it, and now they were
not able to haul it in because there were so many fish. That disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter,
"It is the Lord!" When Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he put on some clothes, for he was
naked, and jumped into the sea. But the other disciples came in the boat, dragging the net full of fish,
for they were not far from the land, only about a hundred yards off.
When they had gone ashore, they saw a charcoal fire there, with fish on it, and bread. Jesus said to
them, "Bring some of the fish that you have just caught." So Simon Peter went aboard and hauled the
net ashore, full of large fish, a hundred and fifty-three of them; and though there were so many, the
net was not torn. Jesus said to them, "Come and have breakfast." Now none of the disciples dared to
ask him, "Who are you?" because they knew it was the Lord. Jesus came and took the bread and
gave it to them, and did the same with the fish. This was now the third time that Jesus appeared to
the disciples after he was raised from the dead.

Loving

• What is your favorite part of this story?
• Why did the disciples not know Jesus?
• What helped them recognize him?
• How do you recognize Jesus in your life?
Closing Prayer
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

Living

• During the week, pay attention to events or people who help you recognize Jesus’ presence in your
life.
• Say a blessing prayer, silently or aloud, before your meals this week.
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Reflection for the Third Sunday of Easter

Ages 12-14

John 21:1-14
Invitation to Prayer

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Listening

After these things Jesus showed himself again to the disciples by the Sea of Tiberias; and he showed
himself in this way. Gathered there together were Simon Peter, Thomas called the Twin, Nathanael of
Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two others of his disciples. Simon Peter said to them, "I
am going fishing." They said to him, "We will go with you." They went out and got into the boat, but
that night they caught nothing.
Just after daybreak, Jesus stood on the beach; but the disciples did not know that it was Jesus. Jesus
said to them, "Children, you have no fish, have you?" They answered him, "No." He said to them,
"Cast the net to the right side of the boat, and you will find some." So they cast it, and now they were
not able to haul it in because there were so many fish. That disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter,
"It is the Lord!" When Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he put on some clothes, for he was
naked, and jumped into the sea. But the other disciples came in the boat, dragging the net full of fish,
for they were not far from the land, only about a hundred yards off.
When they had gone ashore, they saw a charcoal fire there, with fish on it, and bread. Jesus said to
them, "Bring some of the fish that you have just caught." So Simon Peter went aboard and hauled the
net ashore, full of large fish, a hundred and fifty-three of them; and though there were so many, the
net was not torn. Jesus said to them, "Come and have breakfast." Now none of the disciples dared to
ask him, "Who are you?" because they knew it was the Lord. Jesus came and took the bread and
gave it to them, and did the same with the fish. This was now the third time that Jesus appeared to
the disciples after he was raised from the dead.

Loving

Using the following questions, imagine how the disciples were feeling after the Resurrection of Jesus:
• How did they feel about Jesus’ surprise visits?
• What was it like not to be sure if it was Jesus?
• Which of Jesus’ actions helped them recognize him?
Our faith rests on our belief in the Resurrection of Jesus. We believe he is risen and present among
us.
• What helps you recognize the presence of Jesus in your life?
• What actions do you take to become a sign of the Risen Christ to others?
Closing Prayer
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

Living

• Each day this week write something about how believing in the presence of the Risen Jesus helps
you in your day-to-day life.
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