
Reflections for the Third Sunday of Lent
 

Ages 5-6

John 2:13–25

Invitation to Prayer
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Listening 

      GOD'S HOUSE

Loving
Color the church.
The church is God's house. 
We go to God’s house to honor God.
We go to God’s house to pray.

Prayer
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Living 
 • Display your picture in your room or on the refrigerator at home so that you will be 
    reminded to pray often, at home and at church.
 
 • Have a member of your family help you to learn this prayer. Pray for your parish 
    church during the week:
 God, help our parish to be a house for prayer.
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Reflections for the Third Sunday of Lent
 

Ages 7-8
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John 2:13–25

Invitation to Prayer
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Listening
Stop making my Father’s house a marketplace.
           John 1:16b

Loving
Put an X beside those things you do in church:

 PRAY
 SING
 PLAY SOCCER
 EAT BREAKFAST
 LISTEN TO THE PRIEST

We praise God in church.  

Prayer
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Living 
 • At home, talk with a family member about the right things to do in church.  

 • Learn the prayer of praise that you said in class and add it to your prayers.

 • The Sign of the Cross reminds you of your Baptism. Ask a family member about 
    the day you were baptized.



Reflections for the Third Sunday of Lent
 

Ages 9-11
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John 2:13–25

Invitation to Prayer
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.  

Listening 
The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. In the Temple he found 
people selling cattle, sheep, and doves, and the money changers seated at their tables. Making a 
whip of cords, he drove all of them out of the temple, both the sheep and the cattle. He also poured 
out the coins of the money changers and overturned their tables. He told those who were selling 
the doves "Take these things out of here! Stop making my Father's house a marketplace!"
                John 2:13-16

Loving
Consider these questions as you think about the Scripture reading. Why do you think Jesus 
became so upset at the temple? What did he think should be happening in the temple? In what 
ways is the temple like your church? How do you show honor and respect at church? Are there 
things that happen in your parish church that would make Jesus upset? Do you participate in the 
Mass by listening to God's word, saying prayers, receiving Eucharist, and singing songs? Do you 
engage in any activities in your church that might upset Jesus?

Upon entering church, we bless ourselves with holy water to remind us of our Baptism and also to 
remind us that we are entering God's house. The Sign of Peace is another gesture we exchange at 
church that reminds us that we have become one community in Christ through our Baptism. 

Prayer
Sign of Peace

Living  
 • This week reflect on how you participate in the Mass. 

 • Write two actions you will take to more fully participate in the Mass.
 
 1. 

 2. 

 



Reflections for the Third Sunday of Lent
 

Ages 12-14
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John 2:13-25

Invitation to Prayer
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Listening 
The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. In the Temple he found 
people selling cattle, sheep, and doves, and the money changers seated at their tables. Making a 
whip of cords, he drove all of them out of the temple, both the sheep and the cattle. He also poured 
out the coins of the money changers and overturned their tables. He told those who were selling 
the doves "Take these things out of here! Stop making my Father's house a marketplace!"
                                 John 2:13-16

Loving
Our bodies are temples of the Holy Spirit, and we are the Body of Christ. Think about that as you 
read the Gospel. Ask yourself how you honor and show respect for your body. This Lent is a good 
time to think about the things you do or could do to be healthy. It is also a time to stop doing things 
that are unhealthy or that injure your body.

Upon entering Church we bless ourselves with holy water to remind us that through our Baptism we 
have become temples of the Holy Spirit, and also to remind us that we are entering God's house. 
The Sign of Peace reminds us that in Baptism we are all united in the Body of Christ. 

Prayer
Sign of Peace

Living
 • This week, reflect on how you participate in the Mass. Resolve to fully participate. 

 • Choose one healthy activity to do every day this week.
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