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Ordinary Time:  
Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 
 

Lesson Contents 
 
Preparation 
Background for Scripture Readings 
 
Breaking Open the Word 
Leader Instruction 
 
 

Preparation 
 
 
Background for Scripture Readings 
 
First Reading 

• The reading from 1 Samuel tells the story of the call of Samuel. 
• Samuel’s response to God’s call comes only after some confusion. 
• Eli understands that it is God who is calling and instructs Samuel to respond in the proper 

way. 
 
Second Reading 

• The second reading begins Paul’s First Letter to the Corinthians. Paul wants the 
community members to change their ways. 

• Paul stresses that our bodies are made holy by the indwelling of God’s Spirit. 
• Everything we do must give glory to God. 

 
Gospel 

• John the Baptist’s role, to point toward Jesus, is clearly shown in today’s Gospel. 
• The two disciples who follow Jesus ask him, “Where are you staying?” 
• Jesus responds with, “Come and see,” an invitation to follow him. 
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Breaking Open the Word 
 
 
Leader Instruction 
 
Catechist Reflection Guide for the Second Sunday in Ordinary Time  
 
First Reading: 1 Samuel 3:3b-10, 19—The Lord’s word will not fail its purpose. 
Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 40:2, 4, 7-8, 8-9, 10—Answer the call to do God’s will. 
Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 6:13c-15a, 17-20—Our bodies are temples of the Holy Spirit. 
Gospel: John 1:35-42—Jesus invites John's disciples to come and see where he lives. 
 
Invitation to prayer (30 seconds) 
Ask the children to quiet themselves and sit comfortably. Have them take three deep breaths 
while you prompt them to relax as they breathe in God, our Father who loves us, Jesus Christ, his 
Son, our brother, and God's Holy Spirit who lovingly guides us. As an invitation to prayer, make 
the Sign of the Cross. 
 
Listening for a word or phrase to speak to your heart (3-4 minutes) 
Ages 5-8: Read the Gospel from a children’s Bible or tell the story in your own words. Ask the 
children to listen to the words and to think about how they might find the way to Jesus. 
Ages 9-14: Read the Gospel passage slowly and deliberately while the young people are silently 
listening. Ask them to listen for a word or phrase that seems to be God’s word for them today. 
Spend about 30 seconds as they pick out their “word” from God. Ask them to silently repeat that 
word or phrase and to write it on their heart. 
 
Loving God through his Word (3-5 minutes) 
Ages 5-6: Focus the children’s attention on the illustration of the street. Have children color the 
illustration and use the following questions as a conversation starter: What street do you live 
on? If you were lost, who would you ask to help you find your way? Who helps you find 
your way to Jesus? Read aloud the text on the handout and have the children share their 
responses. 
Ages 7-8: Focus the children’s attention on the drawing of the street. Use the text on the handout 
and guide a discussion with the children about following Jesus. Highlight the people and actions 
that point the way to Jesus. 
Ages 9-11: Use the questions on the handout to guide the young people to put themselves into 
the story. Have them think about what questions they might have for Jesus and what Jesus meant 
by saying, “Come and see.” Close the session with the Our Father. 
Ages 12-14: Take the young people a little further into the reading and focus on Jesus being 
pointed out by John and Andrew. Use the text and questions on the handout to guide a discussion 
and reflection on those who have pointed out Jesus to them, and who they might have had an 
opportunity to point the way to Jesus. Close the session with the Our Father. 
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Living the Gospel words through the week (3-5 minutes) 
The handouts describe one or two ways children and young people can live this reflection on the 
Gospel through the week at home, school, or play. If appropriate, have them add one or two 
more personal choices to act on this week. 


