
Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time Gospel Reflection 
 

Ages 5-6

Matthew 15:21-28

Invitation to Prayer
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.    

Listening 
   
         PRAY FOR THE SICK

A woman who had heard that Jesus was a healer came to see him. She 
asked Jesus to cure her sick daughter. Jesus was busy. He did not want to do it then. 

The woman loved her daughter very much. She could not wait. She kept asking 
Jesus to heal her daughter.

Jesus granted her request. Jesus told her she had great faith. The woman went away
very happy. Her daughter was well again.

Loving

Prayer
Jesus, please heal those who are sick or hurting. Amen.

Living
Make a get-well card for someone who is sick. Tell that person you are praying for 
him or her. Pray for people you know who are sick.
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Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time Gospel Reflection 

Ages 7-8
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Matthew 15:21-28

Invitation to Prayer
In the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Listening
PRAY FOR THE SICK

There was a time when a mother whose daughter was sick approached Jesus and asked him to cure 
her daughter. Jesus was busy and did not want her to ask him for the favor just then. But the woman, 
who loved her daughter very much, could not wait any longer for her daughter to be cured of her 
illness. She kept asking Jesus to cure her. She knew Jesus was a healer.

Jesus granted her request. He told her that he did it because of her great faith in him. The woman 
went away very happy. Her daughter was well again.

Loving

Prayer
Jesus, please heal those who are sick. Amen.

Living 
If your family knows of someone who is sick, see if you can visit him or her or make a meal to take to 
his or her family.

Make a get-well card for someone who is sick. Tell him or her you are praying for him or her. 



Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time Gospel Reflection 

Ages 9-11
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Matthew 15:21-28

Invitation to Prayer
In the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Listening
Matthew 15:22-23, 25, 28
Just then a Canaanite woman from that region came out and started shouting, “Have mercy on me, 
Lord, Son of David; my daughter is tormented by a demon.” But he did not answer her at all. And his 
disciples came and urged him, saying, “Send her away, for she keeps shouting after us.” 

But she came and knelt before him, saying, “Lord, help me.” 

Then Jesus answered her, “Woman, great is your faith! Let it be done for you as you wish.” And her 
daughter was healed instantly.

Loving
Imagine that you are in the story and asking Jesus to cure someone you love. How do you feel as 
you hear that the disciples want to send you away? But because of your great love for this person, 
you continue to ask Jesus for help. Jesus turns to you. He grants your request. How do you feel 
when Jesus says you are a person of great faith?

Prayer
Jesus, make me a person of great faith. Amen.

Living 
Discuss with your family those who are sick or in need. Write their names on pieces of paper and 
place them in a container on the family table. Suggest that you and other family members take a 
name and say a prayer for the person each time you pass the table. 



Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time Gospel Reflection 

Ages 12-14
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Matthew 15:21-28

Invitation to Prayer
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Listening
Matthew 15:22-23, 25, 28
Just then a Canaanite woman from that region came out and started shouting, “Have mercy on me, 
Lord, Son of David; my daughter is tormented by a demon.” But he did not answer her at all. And his 
disciples came and urged him, saying, “Send her away, for she keeps shouting after us.” 

But she came and knelt before him, saying, “Lord, help me.” 

Then Jesus answered her, “Woman, great is your faith! Let it be done for you as you wish.” And her 
daughter was healed instantly.

Loving
Imagine what the woman looks like as she draws near to Jesus. How is she feeling about her daugh-
ter? …about Jesus? How does she feel when she realizes that the disciples want to send her away? 
She continues to ask Jesus for help. Then Jesus grants her request because she has great faith.
What does this story tell you about faith and healing?

Prayer
Jesus, give me great faith. Amen.

Living 
Check the parish bulletin for names of the sick. If your bulletin does not list the sick, make a list of 
those you know, or those hospitalized who are in need of your prayers. Keep this list handy so that 
you will remember to pray for them. 
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