
Twenty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time Gospel Reflection 
 

Ages 5-6

Matthew 16:13-20

Invitation to Prayer
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.    

Listening 

     JESUS IS THE SON OF GOD

Loving

Prayer
Jesus, thank you for my Baptism into the Church. Amen.

Living
Hang your picture and words on the refrigerator or in your room to remind you of your Baptism. 
Draw a picture of yourself being baptized. Ask a family member to help you name the people who 
were at your Baptism.
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Twenty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time Gospel Reflection 

Ages 7-8
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Matthew 16:13-20

Invitation to Prayer
In the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Listening
Matthew 16:18
“And so I tell you, Peter, you are a rock, and on this rock foundation I will build my church, and not 
even death will ever be able to overcome it.”

Loving

Color the rock. Draw a church on top of the rock. 

Pray this prayer together: Jesus, make my faith strong so that I can tell others about you.

Living 
You became a member of the Church at your Baptism. Have your family take out pictures and 
remember your Baptism. Who were your godparents? Is there anything special about what you wore 
that day? Who was at your Baptism? Who was the priest who baptized you?



Twenty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time Gospel Reflection 

Ages 9-11
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Matthew 16:13-20

Invitation to Prayer
In the name of the Father, and of the Son,and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Listening
Matthew 16:13-18
Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do people 
say that the Son of Man is?” And they said, “Some say John the Baptist, but others Elijah, and still 
others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” Simon 
Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” And Jesus answered him, 
“Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my 
Father in heaven. And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates 
of Hades will not prevail against it.”

Loving
As the Gospel message is read again, think about all the people who have told you about Jesus. 
Have you ever had to speak for yourself about Jesus? Would you be a rock about your belief in 
Jesus or would you have to rely on what others say about him? Think about your Baptism and First 
Communion. In these sacraments the Holy Spirit gives you the courage to speak about Jesus from 
your heart. Ask the Spirit to give you the courage to witness to Jesus as your Lord and your God.

Prayer
Holy Spirit, give me the courage to share the Good News. Amen.

Living 
Discuss with a member of your family how you feel about your Baptism and receiving Eucharist. 
What witness can you give to your belief about these sacraments? Pray together for the courage to 
speak about your faith to others.



Twenty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time Gospel Reflection 

Ages 12-14

© Our Sunday Visitor Curriculum Division

Matthew 16:13-20

Invitation to Prayer
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Listening
Matthew 16:13-18
Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do people 
say that the Son of Man is?” And they said, “Some say John the Baptist, but others Elijah, and still 
others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” Simon 
Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” And Jesus answered him, 
“Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my 
Father in heaven. And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates 
of Hades will not prevail against it.”

Loving
Imagine that you are in the Gospel story with Jesus and his disciples. Are you likely to speak up like 
Peter, or will you shy away from his direct question, “Who do you say that I am?”  Spend some quiet 
time reflecting on your beliefs about Jesus. Baptism is when you were brought into the community of 
Jesus Christ and Eucharist is when we celebrate our belief in Jesus’ real presence with his believers 
in the Church. Reflect on your First Communion. What was that experience like for you? What can 
you tell others about your belief in Jesus?

Prayer
Jesus, you are the Messiah, the Son of the living God!

Living 
You are called to be a witness through your Baptism. Below write an action statement or prayer to 
show your intent to be a witness for Jesus Christ and what he means to you.

    Action:

    Prayer:
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