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Ordinary Time:  
Twenty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 
 

Lesson Contents 
 
Preparation 
Background for Scripture Readings 
 
Breaking Open the Word 
Leader Instruction 
 
 

Preparation 
 
 
Background for Scripture Readings 
 
First Reading 

• The reading from the prophet Isaiah demands accountability from the existing leadership. 
• Today’s passage describes a ceremony of installation in which the robes and insignia of 

office were to be given to Eliakim. 
• The key, placed on his shoulder, was a symbol of authority and power. 

 
Second Reading 

• Paul concludes his thought about the mystery of God’s choice of the Jews and God’s 
mercy to the Gentiles. 

• The hymn to divine wisdom acknowledges that only God knows. 
• Salvation is available to both Jews and Gentiles. 

 
Gospel 

• The new name Jesus gives Simon Peter in today’s Gospel, announces Peter as the “rock,” 
the foundation of the Church. 

• Peter is a very human leader with sins and imperfections. 
• Jesus gives Peter the keys of the Kingdom of heaven. 
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Breaking Open the Word 
 
 
Leader Instruction 
 
Catechist Reflection Guide for the Twenty-first Sunday in Ordinary 
Time  
 
First Reading: 1 Isaiah 22:19-23—God establishes Shebna over the Israelites. 
Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 139—A hymn of praise for God’s eternal love. 
Second Reading: Romans 11:33-36—In praise of God’s providence. 
Gospel: Matthew 16:13-20—Peter is set as the foundation of the Church. 
 
Invitation to prayer (30 seconds) 
Ask the children to quiet themselves and sit comfortably. Have them take three deep breaths 
while you prompt them to relax as they breathe in God, our Father who loves us, Jesus Christ, his 
Son, our brother, and God’s Holy Spirit, who lovingly guides us. The three signings of the head, 
lips, and heart are used as part of the invitation to prayer. 
(The two youngest groups will make a Sign of the Cross before the Listening section.)   
 
Listening for a word or phrase to speak to your heart (3-4 minutes) 
Read the Gospel slowly and deliberately while the children are silently listening. Ask them to 
listen for a word or phrase that seems to be God's word for them today. Spend about 30 seconds 
as they pick out their “word” from God. Ask them to silently repeat that word or phrase and to 
write it on their hearts. 
 
Loving God through his Word (3-5 minutes) 
All the children will focus on the Gospel.   
For ages 5-6: They have a picture of the holy water font to color.   
For ages 7-14: They will put themselves in the Gospel scene and reflect on Peter’s profession of 
faith that led to his being called to be the foundation of the Church. 
 
Living the Gospel words through the week (3-5 minutes) 
The handouts describe one or two ways children and young people can live this reflection on the 
Gospel through the week at home, school, or play. If appropriate, have them add one or two 
more personal choices to act on this week. 
 


