
Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time Gospel Reflection 
 

Ages 5-6

Matthew 13:1-23

Invitation to Prayer
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Listening 
      HEAR AND SEE

Loving

               
    
   AND         HOW MUCH  I                       YOU!

Color the picture.

Prayer
God, I am thankful for all that you've given me. Amen.

Living
Hang your message from God on the refrigerator or somewhere in your room. Have a 
member of your family help you draw a picture for God that shows him how grateful 
you are for his love.
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Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time Gospel Reflection 
 

Ages 7-8
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Matthew 13:1-23

Invitation to Prayer
In the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Listening
Parables

Jesus taught us many a thing
About the Kingdom of God made new.

We know by listening and looking
And by following all the clues.

Loving
                                                          

What do you think it means to listen and see with an open heart? 
What do you hear and see if your eyes and ears are shut or closed?

Prayer
Jesus, Open our eyes and ears so we can understand the Kingdom of God.

Living 
Discuss with your family ways to listen and see with an open heart to Jesus’ stories and parables. 
Say these prayers together.
    Prayer: Jesus, give me an open heart so that I can see and hear how much you love me.
    Prayer: Jesus, forgive me for the times I have not listened or seen your love for me.
Have your family help you choose one or two actions that you will do to listen to Jesus’ words.



Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time Gospel Reflection 
 

Ages 9-11
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Matthew 13:1-23

Invitation to Prayer
In the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Listening
Matthew 13:13, 16-17
“The reason I speak to them in parables is that ‘seeing they do not perceive, and hearing they do not 
listen, nor do they understand.’ 

But blessed are your eyes, for they see, and your ears, for they hear. Truly I tell you, many prophets 
and righteous people longed to see what you see, but did not see it, and to hear what you hear, but 
did not hear it.”

Loving
As the Gospel is read again, imagine that Jesus is speaking to you about the use of parables. Reflect 
on the things that you hear and see about God’s Kingdom. Do you remember any of his stories or 
parables?  You understand Jesus’ words when your heart is open to God’s word. Spend a minute or 
so asking forgiveness for the times your heart was not open to God’s love for you.

Prayer
Open our eyes and ears, Lord. Give us an understanding heart. Plant your word deep in us. Lord, 
hear our prayer.

Living 
Read this parable again at home and ask a family member what it means to him or her.
Think of one prayer and one action you can do to keep your eyes, ears, and heart open to God.

Prayer:

Action:



Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time Gospel Reflection 
 

Ages 12-14
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Matthew 13:1-23

Invitation to Prayer
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Listening
Matthew 13:13, 16-17
“The reason I speak to them in parables is that ‘seeing they do not perceive, and hearing they do not 
listen, nor do they understand.’ 

But blessed are your eyes, for they see, and your ears, for they hear. Truly I tell you, many prophets 
and righteous people longed to see what you see, but did not see it, and to hear what you hear, but 
did not hear it.”

Loving
Imagine that Jesus is speaking to you about hearing and understanding his words.
Do you see and hear (understand) what his stories have to do with you?  
Reflect on the things that you have heard on Sundays or in religion class about God’s Kingdom. 
What difference have the stories and parables of Jesus made in your life? What difference should 
they make? 
Pray: Open our eyes and ears, Lord. Give us an understanding heart. Plant your word deep in us. 
Lord, hear our prayer.

Living 
Read Matthew 13:1-23 again this week and ask yourself: Where am I in this story? 
Say this prayer to the Holy Spirit to open your heart to God’s word: Holy Spirit, open my ears and my 
heart to hear what I need to hear and give me the courage to do what I need to do. Amen.
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