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Ordinary Time:  
Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 
 

Lesson Contents 
 
Preparation 
Background for Scripture Readings 
 
Breaking Open the Word 
Leader Instruction 
 
 

Preparation 
 
 
Background for Scripture Readings 
 
First Reading 

•  The reading from 1 Kings presents Solomon at the beginning of his reign. 
•  When God promises to give Solomon whatever he desires in a dream, Solomon makes a 

single request; a listening heart. 
•  Today’s passage is the foundation for the tradition that Solomon was the wisest and 

richest person who ever lived. 
 
Second Reading 

•  The second reading continues Chapter 8 of Paul’s Letter to the Romans. 
•  Paul describes the fruit of wisdom, as the single-hearted commitment to God. 
•  Those who abandon everything for the treasure of loving God are truly wise. 

 
Gospel 

•  The first two parables in the Gospel reading make a point similar to that of the first 
reading; everything can be given up joyfully for the sake of the Kingdom. 

•  Similar to the parable of the weeds in the wheat, the third parable teaches that there is an 
appropriate time for sorting out good and bad. 

•  Jesus ends his discourse with a question to the disciples: “Have you understood all this?” 
They answer, “Yes”. But we know they may not have understood as fully as they claimed 
to. 
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Breaking Open the Word 
 
 
Leader Instruction 
 
Catechist Reflection Guide for the Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary 
Time  
 
First Reading: 1 Kings 3:5, 7-12—Solomon asks God for an understanding heart  
Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 119—Your law is my delight  
Second Reading: Romans 8:28-30—We are called, justified and glorified in Jesus Christ 
Gospel: Matthew 13:44-52—More parables of the Kingdom about valued treasure 
 
Invitation to prayer (30 seconds) 
Ask the children to quiet themselves and sit comfortably. Have them take three deep breaths 
while you prompt them to relax as they breathe in God, our Father who loves us, Jesus Christ, his 
Son, our brother, and God’s Holy Spirit, who lovingly guides us. The three signings of the head, 
lips, and heart are used as part of the invitation to prayer. 
 
Listening for a word or phrase to speak to your heart (3-4 minutes) 
Read the Gospel slowly and deliberately while the children are silently listening. Ask them to 
listen for a word or phrase that seems to be God's word for them today.  
For ages 5-6: There will be the words, “Great Treasure.” 
For ages 7-8: There is a poem (haiku) to consider. 
 
Spend about 30 seconds as they pick out their “word” from God. Ask them to silently repeat that 
word or phrase and to write it on their hearts.  
 
Loving God through his Word (3-5 minutes) 
For ages 5-8: There is a picture of a treasure chest to color or an art project, and some discussion 
starters to focus on the treasure of our faith in Jesus.  
 
For ages 9-14: Use guided imagery to help them imagine they are in the story as Jesus tells about 
the treasure of great value.  
 
Living the Gospel words through the week (3-5 minutes) 
The handouts describe one or two ways children and young people can live this reflection on the 
Gospel through the week at home, school, or play. If appropriate, have them add one or two 
more personal choices to act on this week. 
 


